ished the task of self-examination, till I had revolved in a solitary walk all that I knew or believed or had thought on the subject of the whole work or of some particular chapter; I was then qualified to discern how much the author added to my original stock; and if I was sometimes satisfied by the agreement, I was sometimes warned by the opposition of our ideas." Critical literature built of such high ideals is unfortunately nowadays but seldom found in book-review work; its decadence is to be deplored for surely none can be more instructive or interesting.
In the review of the present work on Anatomy the reviewer has perforce contented himself with the mediocre task of reading a chapter here and therechapters dealing with subjects in which he is more or less personally interested. The work is too encyclopedic in proportion for anything like a detailed criticism. However, from our perusal we have gathered a most favorable impression of the work, not only from the clearness of description but also from the suggestive and practical manner in which the subject is handled., Indeed, the names of the contributors are sufficient assurance of the general excellence of the reading matter which is further illuminated by many new and original illustrations. In the latter respect alone the volume is noteworthy. The determination to produce a series of drawings that should faithfully record the dissections and preparations as they actually appear and not as diagrammatic figures has been fully realized. When it is stated that considerable more than 2000 original drawings have been made in the preparation of the figures illustrating the work, some conception will be, had of the magnitude of this feature.
Of special interest is the stand taken by the editor with reference to the nomenclature advocated by the Basle Congress. It is evident that he considers the terminology used by English-speaking anatomists and surgeons more practical, although the BNA synonyms may be found in the special type reserved for the purpose. "The constant aim of the editor has been to use the simplest anatomical terminology and preference has always been given to the anglicized names, rather than to the more formal designations. Although in many cases the modifications suggested by the new terminology have been followed with advantage, consistent use of the Basle nomenclature seems less in accord with the conceded directness of English scientific literature than the enthusiastic advocates of such adoption have demonstrated."-% It may be of interest to know that the contributors to the volume are Prof. Thomas Dwight, of Harvard University, who has written the description of the skeleton, including the joints, and that of the gastropulmonary system and of the accessory organs of nutrition; Prof. Carl A. Hamann, of Western Reserve University, who has contributed the account of the cerebro-spinal and sympathetic nerves; Prof. J. Playfair McMurrich, of the University of Michigan, who has supplied the descriptions of the muscular, and of the blood-and-lymph-vascular systems; Prof. J. William White, of the University of Pennsylvania, who has dealt with the practical requirements of the subject from the standpoint of the practitioner; and finally, Prof. George A. Piersol, also of the University of Pennsylvania, who has written the introductory, histological and embryological sections throughout the work, and contributed the description of the central nervous system, including the deep relations of the cranial nerves, of the organs of special sense, of the carotid, coccygeal and aortic bodies, and of the uro-genital system.
A. J. L. Gonorrhoea in Women. By Palmer Findley, Professor of Gynecology in the College of Medicine of the University of Nebraska, etc. This little monograph covers the subject under the title quite exhaustively and is as nearly up to date as it is well possible to be. The author has appended a very complete bibliography, the arrangement of which, as well as that of the text, is very convenient. Under the head of "Abortive Treatment" and "Prophylaxis" we must wholly agree with the author, that until such time as the male prostitute shall be regulated and denied the artificial and grossly unfair and unwise protection afforded him through the "medical secret" anything like an effective prophylaxis must be out of the question. His suggestion, that the most effective move might emanate from some morally courageous Health Officer seems to offer one practical solution, or at least an entering wedge toward. the same. With the very minor exception of evidences of probably careless proof-reading, as evidenced in several misspelled words and proper names, and "palida mars" for "pallida mors" in one quotation, the work gives evidence of careful preparation and an earnest endeavor to supply as nearly complete a presentation of this most vital subject as has as yet appeared. Philadelphia. 1908 . The author states in his preface that his book is addressed particularly to the physician, and has accordingly devoted much space to the diagnosis and mechanical treatment of abdominal hernia. The chapters on surgical treatment are devoted to an exposition only of those methods which have proven satisfactory in his hands.
The first chapters consist of a resume, but sufficiently full for the purpose, of the surgical anatomy of the inguinal region, the descent of the testis, and the formation of the hernial sac. Following this is a very practical chapter on the differential diagnosis of inguinal hernia. The classification of inguinal hernia into oblique, direct, sigmoid or caecal interstitial may be open to objection, but the placing of sigmoid or c'aecal hernia in a distinct class, gives emphasis to the diagnostic points which are clearly pointed out to us. The danger of opening into the bowel directly in sigmoid hernia due to the extraperitoneal descent and the absence of a hernial sac, makes this form of hernia of particular diagnostic importance to the surgeon. This form is well described and illustrated.
The next one hundred pages are devoted to the mechanical treatment of hernia. Over and above all else this department makes the book worth while, and will be found most valuable to both surgeon and practitioner. This subject has been neglected both in our literature and in our practice; relegated as unimportant, we have. turned our patients over completely to the truss maker, or nearest drug store, taking no active supervision of the case.
The author has brought to bear in this section a life-long interest in the subject and wide experience and observation. An interesting series of pictures are given showing the lines of development of trusses from their earliest beginning in different countries. The proper mechanism and application is explained and pictured. In fact the practical value of this section cannot be overestimated. Another important chapter is the mechanical treatment of inguinal hernia in infancy and childhood. One-half of all abdominal herniae occur during the first five years of life; the proper treatment at this time is especially important since the defect may frequently be cured without an operation. Minute instructions are given for the handling of these cases. A short chapter of interest is inserted in the treatment of inguinal hernia by gymnastics with an outline of the exercises as developed by J.
W. Seaver, Director of Physical Education at Yale. This subject is interesting but will hardly become popular with the profession.
In the chapter on the surgical cure of herniae we I53 would have wished that besides the description of the Bassimi and Halstead operation some reference had been made to Ferguson's method, the operation -without transplantation of the cord, which simplifies the operation, causes a minimum of trauma and with overlapping of the fascia gives a permanent cure.
In the surgical cure of direct hernia which at times becomes most difficult a fuller exposition would have been more satisfactory. In a book of this character we think more stress should have been placed on hernia ln the linea alba, and more attention and space devoted to its diagnosis and symptomatology. Especially in America is this form of hernia overlooked and not sought after in the routine examination of patients suffering with stonmach symptoms. Its frequency will be found to increase if carefully sought for, and relief brought to a large number of sufferers treated for dyspepsia. Aside from these minor criticisms, we believe the book has fulfilled the author's wishes and may be especially recommended to the student and the general practitioner. li. B. , 1906 -1908 . Charities Publication Committee, New York. 1908 . This volume had its origin in the "Backward Children Investigation," a research supported by the Russell Sage Foundation for the purpose of tudying so-called "retardation" among school clhildren, and inaugurated in November, 1907. It is a book of 276 pages in' which the functions of medical school inspection are comprehensively defined. The work aims primarily at results of a practical nature, consequently, while it contains much of purely theoretical interest, the form of presentation is such as to make it 'of incalculable service to all who are directly connected with, or interested in, the betterment and safeguarding of the health of school children.
Medical inspection "is founded on a recognition of the close connection which exists between the physical and mental condition of the children and the whole process of education." It "seeks to secure ultimately for every child, normal or defective, conditions of life compatible with that full and effective development of its organic functions, its special senses, and its mental powers, which constituite a true education." (Extract from Memorandum of British Board of Education.) Such a conception of education is the development of recent years. While it is true that the laws of Lycurgus provided for state control of the physical and mental training of Spartan youths it is equally true that we have for centuries been complacently quoting Juvenal's muchabused half-line, "A sound mind in a sound body," forgetting all the time that while diligent provisions existed for schools in which "sound minds" were to be shaped, no scrutiny was exercised as to their fitness for conserving and developing "sound bodies." Indeed, most of us have been Ponce de Leons, little remembering that a healthy old age begins in the physical and mental training of our youth.
At first merely limited to the detection and segregation of contagious diseases, medical inspection of schools has extended its activities to a closer examination of the child, and as a result it now concerns itself with the discovery and remedy of those physical defects which interfere with the child's ability to do his work, or which, if neglected, will seriously affect his physical efficiency in after-life. From such inquiries surprising numbers of children have been found who, through defective eyesight or hearing have been seriously handicapped.
There seems to be a widespread belief in America that such work is still on trial and that we are leading the way. The reverse of both of these impressions is true. As early as 1837 a royal ordinance in France made it the special duty of those having charge of kindergartens to watch over the health of the children; and the decrees of 1842 and 1843 ordered that every public boys' and girls' school should be visited by a physician who was to inspect the localities and the general health of the school children. Probably the first system of medical inspection in the full modern sense of the term was, however, inaugurated in Brussels in Belgium in 1874, when school physicians were appointed who were required to visit schools three times a month. So successful did the system prove that it was soon adopted by Antwerp, Louvain, Liege and other cities, and served as a model for systems in Switzerland. In Germany, Leipsic and Dresden were the first cities to have medical inspection. A beginning was made in Dresden in 1867, but it was not until 1P89 that a true medical inspection was established when in Wiesbaden a system was developed providing for a careful and thorough physical examination of each child at the time of entering school, and for a re-examination in the third, fifth, and eighth years of the public school course. The system also provides for careful service for the detection of contagious diseases and for the inspection of school buildings and surroundings. In 1898 the Wiesbaden system was generally adopted throughout Germany. Other countries, such as Hungary, Austria, Norway, Sweden, England, Chile, Argentine Republic and Japan have also made provisions for medical inspection. I-l the United States the first regular system of school inspection seems to have been made in Boston in 1894, although 2 years before that date Dr. Moreau Morse had been appointed Medical Inspector of Schools in the City of New York. It was not, however, until 1897 that the work was seriously undertaken in the latter city. Since then the movement has spread to other large cities,'but not to the extent which the importance of the m'atter demands.
In some parts of our country the objection has been made to the introduction of such medlcal supervision, that the state has no right to permit or require such overseeing; but as Dr.-William H. Allen has very properly said: "When the state for its own protection compels a child to -go to school, it pledges itself not to injure itself by injuring the child."y It is probable that considerable time will pass before there will be brought to bear in all schools the measures, now so successfully pursued in some, for maintaining and improving the physical soundness of rising generations. But the book the subject of this review, will bring Light where Darkness before prevailed.
